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We have received feveral Queftions about Vegetacies, whic 
se bave though: fit to Aniwer af together, Viz. 


we 
iJ 2 y ee eheo Selle 
Quelt. 1. TV Hat is the w% of the Juilus thar falls 
{from Walrut-trees in May? 
f ® - eo o “(J .. 
Antw. "Tis not the Semen Ej} 
title. but Ne. PEMCT ATION 


: ius Gen > thatis, {as far as we can 
vet diftinsuifh ) not the Seminal part of Generation, bur 
rather of Augmentation, being alwayes near a Divilion 
of Branches ; bur our Search in this Point is not at all 


- 


deterinmative, having refolv’d to refer our pofitive An- 
fwer “till che Next Spring, when we fhall make more 

cticular Remarks abont !t. 

Queft. 2. Does the Sap ever delcend in Trees ? 

iniw, We think we may be very pofitive in the Ne- 
eative, for feveral Reafons ; particularly that Obferva- 


tion we have made in all Bodies that preferve cheir 


Efence by tuétron or reparation. Suppele we ask the 
} VJarr nae qT, } }, » P* Ea 

{ame Queftion about the Hairs of our Head, the Ar- 

] @ bs { } . hea y oaee e , | ara 

iwer is plain. that 10 long as there Is Nutrition, there 

‘ : ’ cy }, > >. , . 

‘+s Auemenration. but never no receding to the Radix: 

‘Tis fo inal] Animal Bodies which tubfift by New At. 

] 1 = 919 ly —e — 

tract $, al tov ary 1ntrintick Power inthnemileives ; 
> yA +} shirk . . 

as tor inifance, a Verion itarva to death, Waicn comes 
, nf a > tn ene tee te 

near che Inffance of Geclintag Trees in Winter ; the ra- 


dica] Moifture that is preferv’d by the laft Supply of 
Nourifhment returns not again into Bread, Meat, Drink, 
but exerts its Power fo long as the fpirttuous part ts 
able to fuftain the Offices of Motion; and {fo it is tn 
Trees, whole Sap never defcencs, but exerts Its Power 
either in Increate or Germination, or fupplying the De- 
fects in Nature, and when that Vigour is Spent, the 
whole Nature of the Tree languifhes, ‘till reliev’d by 
frefh Nutrition the next Spring. ——- We had another 
Queftion, by another hand, about the different fructifi- 
cations of Trees, -- to which we Anifwer, That one and the 
{ame Trunk will give Nutriment co Apples, Pears, and 
all forts of Fruits that have Pippins in ‘em, but not to 
ftoned Fruit, as Plumbs, Apricocks, ¢c. which are of a 
diferent Species; this we have experienced. 

Queft. 3. Is there a Male and Female in Trees ? 

Aniw. Ha, ha, ha! Differences in Soy] caufe diffe- 
rences in Species, but not in Vegetatives. 

Queft. a Woitber curing of the bottom Root in Plan- 
inz of Trees ( as is ufual ) does not more burt than good ? 

“Aniw, No, the nearer any thing is to individuation, 
the nearer it comes to the Nature of immaterial Beings, 
and by conteguence isthe more perfect ; as for inftance, 
along Sucker acts not only co maintain ic felf bur the 
who's ‘Trunk for which it ats, but a fhore Sucker faves 
fo much for the Nourifhment of the Trunk as it fpares, 
compar'd to a longer. + -- 

Quelt. 5. Whether the Variegation in Plants, as Holly, 
Phitarchea, Myrtle, ore. be @ Defect or Wirtue in Na- 
tur 

Aniw. A Vertue certainly, as different wayes of work- 
int in one and the fame Power isa Vertue ; only this 
isceftain, that the beft Colours argue the greateft Per. 
fection, amongft which perhaps Green is the beft, and 
moit Noble of al] Colours in the Univeries 

Queft. 6. What is the ufe of Osk- Apples ? | 

Aniw. The fame as Warts, Corns, Moles, é¢. which 
are Excrefcencies or Defeéts in Nature. mS 

Queft. 7. Your Thoughts about the Nature of Blights ? 

An(w, Some Countreys call it Blafting ; ‘tis an Effe@ 
of fich Winds as aré brought from the moft Nitrous 

uimates, 

@uett. 8. In the Firft Volume of your Athenian Mercury, 
Numb. 2. Qu. 13. I find you have feen a Quarry, or a 
Rock of Stone broken afunder for building, and im a folid 
place of is there lay a Tead, with juft room enough for ber 
a and no more,---1 defire to know bow the Toad came 

? , 


Anjw. "Tis very probable that falling into fome Chink 
where fhe cou'd not get out, the Reck might clofe up- 
on her by degrees, as it grew : Thus Keyes, Stones, and 
other things, have been form‘d in the Veins of Mines, 
whi as the Mines encreasd, were enclosd, for Rocks, 
Mines, oc. do thrive and encreale in the ground, as well 
as Trees, (ec. above it. 
Quett. 9. Whether do Bells on the Harne[s of “a Horle 
chear the Horie, fince “tis {uppos’d that Beafts cannot diftin- 
guifh of Harmony or Mufical lound ? 
Anim, Pliny (as I take it) has obferv'd that all Beafts 
bur the Afs are concern’d at Mufick: That it delights 
lome, is certainly true, by daily expertence ; and that 
it terrifies orhers we want not Inftances; I knew one, 
who when al! his Company had left him to run awa 
trom a Mad Bull, fell a playing upon a Bafe Vio] wall 
as the Bull was got up to him, upon which the Bull fet 
up his Tai!, and ran away. Some we read of that have 
play‘d away Bears, @c. but as to this pretent Inftance 
we are fatisfy'd, that Carryers ufe not Bells on their 
Horfes Necks to chear ‘em, fo much as to lead the reft 
of the Company, for all but their Leading-Horfe are 
without: Burthat a Horle can diftinguifh Mufick is plain, 
as thole that get their livings by Dancing-Horfes can 
luthciently inform you. 
Queit, 10. Whence comes a Checquer to be the Common 
Sign of an Ale-boule ? 
Anjw. Whiat is the certain Reafon, we our felves wou'd 
fain know, if a lictle fearching into Chronicles wou'd 
inform us, but toomuch Jabour {pent about it, won't be 
countervail'd by the Ute and Intereft of fuch a Difcovery, 
Queft. 11. What Pretence has the Pope to a Triple Crown P 
Anjw. Some fay to act the Offices of the whole Trinity, 
and ‘tis as reafonable as to make Efhgies of ‘em; but 
fince there‘s no good Reafon to be given, we may An- 
iwer it by asking other Queftions—— Why does he ufe 
fraud and force to obtain the Name of #niver/al Bifhop .-. 
when Rome was once a private Bifhoprick. Why does 
that Church pretend that we owe our Converfion to 
‘em, when Lucius was hundreds of Years before, a Chri- 
{tian King here ; and why a thoufand more Impoftures ? 
Queft. 12. Whether ‘tis lawful to Swear ? 
Anjw. Our querift feems mightily diflatisfy’d in. our 
afhrmative Aniwer, and mufters fome of the *Fathers 
to prove nothing « To what we have faid before, we 
add --- That if it had been an ill thing, God wou'd ne- 
ver have fworn by himfelf--- That our Saviour by fay- 
ing, Swear not at all, only meant in Common Difcourfe 
becaute a frequent Ufe wou'd grow into a Cuftom of 
taking God's Name in Vain, that is, ( moftly ) by {peake 
ing of it without Reverence, or thinking of what we 
fay. And to put al] out of doubr, ‘tis faid in the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews, Afen verily Swear (or do Swear) 
by the Greater, and an Oath for Confirmation is umto ‘eng 
an end of all firife: “Tis {poken in the Prefent Tenfe, 
do Swear, not bave fworn, as an old Obfolete or Anti-« 
quated Cuftom ; and this was the Cuftom after our Sa. 
viours Command of Swear not. 
Queft. 13. What Reafon can be given, why the Name of 
GOD is not once mentioned t bout all the Book of Efther > 
Anfw. This Queftion was fome time’ finee Propofed 
but we muft ingenioufly acknowledge we were not till 
very lately. provided of any fatisfaétory Anfwer: But 
now we think we have found one, where we little ex-' 
pected it, namely, in Confuleing Authors on the tate 
difficulty concerning the Creation of the World, where we 
accidentally lic upon qhis Paflage out-of A Ben Eera’s 
Commentaries thereon, --- “The old Samaritan Pehee- 
“ teuch, fays he, here reads - In air creavit Afima, 8c: 
“ In the me Created the Heavens and the. 
“ Earth. Now this Afima, or as we read it, Afhima, was 
the God or Idol of the Hamathites, fome of ' 


who were brought wp by the King FAbnig sid plone 


the | of Sitiéria; when Braet were carried 2 
ay a= as we read 2 Kings 17. 30. And the Men 
of Hamath made Afbima ; who having been ‘deftroyed by 
Lyoas for not worfhiping the true God, an old Prieft 
was fent back from lon to Samaria to teach em how 
co doit, who "tis pr brought a Copy of the Pen- 
tateuch with him --- But they fearing the Lord, and ferving 
their Idols, as tis there exprefs'd, mixt their Worfhips to- 
pether, and made 2 Mungril-fore of Religion, its pro- 
le corrupting the Holy Books, as has been ufual for He- 
reticks and Misbelievers, and inferting the Names of 
their Idols inftead of the crue God. --“* Nomen Idolt pro 
“ Elohim, as A. E. goes on, which leaft the Perfians fhou’d 
“ alfo do in Mezella, (fothey call the Book of Heffer ) 
Mordecai, whom he iuppotes to be che Author of it (and 
indeed ‘tis faid in the Hiftory, that thele Matters were 
written in 2 Book, and that Ejiber and Mordecai wrote 
with all Authority ) that he did fiudiufly and imaujiri- 
bufly abjiain from the Name of God throuzhou all ibis 
Book, which was to go abroad among the Heatpens, § ubjects 
of Ahafhuerus, left they fhow'd ferve it as thetr Countrey- 
nen the Hamathices bad before dome, and foift in jome of 
their own Idols in the room ont. And indeed to oblerve 
the whole Hiftory, we fhall find in tome pvaces to fair 
Occafion tor mentioning the Name of Goc, that umels 
it had been defiznedly avoided, one can hardly tell how 
it fhou’d be there omitted ---For in the Account of the 
#-ws Behaviour under their Apprehentions of a {peedy 
and genera] Maffiucre, we find deicribed their Fajting and 
lying in Sackcloth and Afbes: We find Mordecar’s Dil- 
courfe and cependance upon Providence for the Delive- 
rance of lus Countres men the Fews, and we find that 
Queen Ejiher order’d all the Fews of Shufhan to Faft, 
and Promis’d the aud’ her Court wou‘d do the fame ; 
and yet in all this, cho‘ here‘s fo fair an Occafion as well 
as afterwards in the Account of their Deliverance and 
ankseiving, though thete are all religious Concerns, 
and though ‘twas difficult to deicribe a Fat, a Thanks- 
giving and a Providence without mentioning a God, 
yet we find che word not fo much as once here ufed. --- 
For which, if any can aflign a more probable Reajon than 
what we have here produced, we fhall own our felves 
extreamly Oblie‘d to ‘em for their Information. —— But 
here we are aware of one grand Objeion which will go 
near to fhake the firength of all this Hypothefis, if it be 
not forefeen and avoided. That great Man who had the 
€are of compiling and adorning our Englifh Edition of 
the Polyglot, when he comes to treat of the Samaritan 
Pentateuch, feems very Zealous for it, and difcourfes in 
particular of this Paflage of A-Ben-Eyra: He fays truly, 
thar there is no {uch Word as this Afima to be found in 
the Samaritan Bible, where the Few pretends it is: That 
the latter Samaritans, after they had a Temple built for 
‘em on Mount Gerzzim, were no longer Idolaters, but 
Schi{maticks only ; and that the Fews by reafon of their 
inveterate Hatred againft ‘em, ufe to load ‘em with all 
the Calumnies imaginable, of which fort he takes this 
to be one. In Anfwer whercunto, with all the Deference 
offible to the Memory of fo good and great a Man, we fay 
in the firft place, to his Objection, that there is Now 
no {uch word to be found in the Samaritan, we readil 
grant it, nor did A. E. ever afirm there was --- We alfo 
as freely grant chat the Second Caft of thofe Samaritans 
might not be Idolaters, ( tho’ our Saviour himielf tells 
‘em, they knew not what they Worfbip'd ) and yet ftill A-Ben- 
Ezra’s Account may hold firm and good: For he fays -- 
the word Afima was found in the Old Samaritan Bible, 
tho‘ none doubts but when they afterwards came to Wor- 
foip the true God, they woud abolith their Old Idols, and 
turn ‘em out of cheir Bibles as well as their Temples ; accor- 
dingly it might very eafily be inthe Old Copie ,and yet not 
to be found in the New. For the Fews flandering the Samg- 
ritans,. we find by both Sacred and Protane Hiftory, thar 
there was but little Love loft between ‘em --- however moft 
of what A. E. accufes ‘em of, is certainly true: “Tis cer- 
tain they were Idolaters, ‘tis certain they Worfbipt this 
Afima, and. ‘tis certain they Placed it in the Temple of 
God, and as well they might in bis Word --- and that they 
a¢tually did fo, carries with it a great Face of probabili- 
ty, and that Mordecai might know this, is very poflible, 
he being about the Court, and no doubt conftant Corre- 
fpondence kepe-betwixe that and fiuch famous Collonies,who 


as it appears, ftill paid Tribute to the Kings of Perfa, ang 


receiv‘d their Governours from them --- and if he did know 
it, might very wifely and religioufly endeavour to avoid 

ving Occafion for any fuch fee Inconveniencies, and a 

tter Account than this we doubt can hardly be found 
of this matter. 

Let us add one Conjecture more concerning this 4 
ma, which we know not whether any other has before 
fallen upon: ‘Tis a known Objeétion againft the Fews 
by the filly Heathens, that they Worfhipr an Afs or Affe 
Head --- Afini,or Afina Caput: Now this miftake might 
have fome ground in this Idolatry of the Old Samarisin 
who Worfhipt this Ajima, which by a very {mall ¢ ha _ 
might be taken by one ignorant of the Language for Pr 
fame with Afina an Afs, and one miftake often ng 
cing another, the fame imputation be thrown on al] the 
Fews, the Samaritans near Neighbours. Nor ave firch 
miftakes as thefe without a Prefident among the He re 
Writers, when they {peak of the fews, who we knee 
tnade bad Greek of the Hebrew werd Ferufalem, and th . 
underftood it in as bad a fence, tora Name denotin a ; 
criledge ; which tho‘ fome Chriftians won't own he 
a Sin, yet we may believe even a Few wou'd never fo 
far glory tn it. 


We defign to Publifh an Anfwer to the Queftions late 
ly fent us about INF ANT BAPTISM, and therefore 
defire that all fuch as have any Doubrs about ir 
{peedily to fend in their Objections. 


The Paper of Apparitions will be Publitht next Saturday 
iftherefore any of our Querifts have any late Cu. 
rious Inftances on that Subjeét, they are defired to 
fend ‘em in, with the Places and Perfons, by Fryda 
next at tartheit. red 


aq. Our NEW PROPOSALS ( concerning the Valy- 
able Books Printed from the Year 65. to this 
prefent time) fhall be inferted in nexe Tuelday‘s 
Mercury, ( which wiil therefore for once be a whole 
fheet ) together with the NAMES of fome of tho 
Books defan'd. 
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Gdherttifements, 


He Preface, Index, and 12 Numbers that 
compleat the firft 18 DNusbers of our 
Third Volume, exe now Publifhe all together, 
at 12 d. price, that fo all thofe Gentlemen 
that took in the fingle Sheets from time to 
time might have their Third Volume entire for 
2 s.6d. and alfo that thofe Coffee-houfes that 
did the like might have the faid Volume 
ftitcht up by them for the conftant Entertaine 
ment of their Cultomers, fingle Sheets being 
apt to be loft, except pafted in a Book. In ~ 
thefe 12 Numbers, and in the whole Third Vo- 
lume now Publifht, are Anfwer'd many of the 
Queftions lately fent us. Printed for 7. Duston — 
at the Raven in the Poulerey. 


He SUPPLEMENT to the Third Volume 

of the Athenian Mercury will be Publitht 

next Fryday, containing an Account of the 
Defign and Scope of the moft confiderable 
Books NEWLY PRINTED IN ENGLAND, 
and in the Forreign Fournals, and of the Qua- 
lity of the Authors, if known ; with impat- 
tial Remarks upon their Undertaking and Per- 
formance. To which is added the /ngentous 


Conferenges of the Forreign Virtuofo’s upon 


many Nice and Curious Queftions, many 
which have been lately fenc us. 
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